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EZRA 3:10 And when the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the LORD, they set the priests in their apparel with trumpets, and the Levites the sons of Asaph with cymbals, to praise the LORD, after the ordinance of David king of Israel.

11
And they sang together by course in praising and giving thanks unto the LORD; because he is good, for his mercy endureth for ever toward Israel. And all the people shouted with a great shout, when they praised the LORD, because the foundation of the house of the LORD was laid.

12
But many of the priests and Levites and chief of the fathers, who were ancient men, that had seen the first house, when the foundation of this house was laid before their eyes, wept with a loud voice; and many shouted aloud for joy:

------------------------

THERE HAVE BEEN A NUMBER OF FAITHFUL SERVANTS THAT HAVE HELPED TO BUILD THE FOUNDATION OF THIS ASSOCIATION. IT STARTED AS A VISION BY DR GRANVIL AND ARLENE RAYL - A VISION THAT EXTENDED BEYOND ST LOUIS BEYOND MISSOURI, ILLINOIS THE UNITED STATES.  A VISION THAT ENCOMPASSED THE WORLD - A VISION TO REACH THE WORLD WITH THE GOSPEL - TO COMMISSION AND ESTABLISH CHURCHES AND MISSIONS AND MINISTRIES TO TOUCH THE LOST REVIVE THE SAINTS AND BLESS THE WORLD WITH THE GOOD NEWS. 

Habakkuk 2:2 and the Lord answered me and said write the vision and make plain upon tablets that they may run that reeadith it.

IN TWO SHORT YEARS THE AIGA WILL BE AT A MILESTONE - 50 YEARS OF MINISTRY - REACHING THE WORLD FOR JESUS. TONIGHT, WE WANT TO HONOR SOME OF THE FAITHFUL MEN AND WOMEN THAT HAVE HELPED BUILD THIS FOUNDATION AND WHO HAVE SHARED THE VISION OF BROTHER AND SISTER RAYL.

\They they caught the vision and ran with it working to carry it forward. Some have gone on to be with the Lord, some are no longer able to serve, and others are actively working in our Association. 

 They have been a witness to us by their commitment, their faith, their endurance and their submission to God’s will in their willingness to do His work.  This was at at time when to be Pentecostal was not popular – and that charismatic was not a religious catch phrase, Men and women, pioneers of the faith. 
One   of the early flyers that were sent out was the saying, “It takes more than one fellow in a ship to make a fellowship.”  It remains that we must work together to build anything worthwhile.  It generally can not be done for us by one or two trying to carry the whole load.  Our association can only adequately stand for us when needed if we have stood for it and promoted it’s work.  It must be a collective effort.  We should have God’s leading to become part of an organization, and if He has led us there we should be supportive of it’s God-given vision. Otherwise, I believe He would have led us somewhere else.

During the early years we saw a family-of-God atmosphere in our Association. The members were so close where you felt like you were with family members, and their love and concern for each other caused them to feel a great love for our Association as they worked together for a common cause.  It was always so good to be together at Fellowship Meetings and other activities so people attended.  It made for excitement and growth in AIGA.

Here are a few of our star performers that have served our Association and it’s members through the years.

**

Anders Family

Anders, Helene G.

She was first National Superintendent of the Women’s Auxiliary. She established the women’s work in our Association, and cooked for the first Camp Meeting at Doe Run.  There was no kitchen and no running water and the weather was hot. She cooked in a garage and got water from the well faucet.   She resigned in Nov. 1964.

Anders, Vernie, Sr. 

He served as a National Board Director from July 1962 and became Board Chairman in February 1964.  He chaired the Board Meetings as they worked to establish AIGA.  He resigned in Nov. 1964.  

Anders, Vernie, Jr. 

He served as Missionary Superintendent from 1964 to 1965, Chairman of the Investigation Committee starting in September 1966, Dean of International Bible Institute from September 1966 until October 1973, and National Board Director from 1969 until October 1973.  Brother Anders passed away suddenly on October 24, 1973.

**

Bailey, Joseph    

For many years he served as District Leader of Missouri Districts 4&5 and built a great fellowship in the area. This is one area that was consistent in Association activities throughout the years. About three or four years ago he had to resign for health reasons.  Brother Bailey went to be with the Lord on May 28, 2010.  The work continues under the leadership of Rev. Don Mitchell.

Brown, Donald   

He became a National Board Director in 1973 and from then until November 1984 he drove from Arkansas to St. Louis regularly to attend the Board Meetings. He served faithfully for many years as State Chairman of Arkansas. He established a good work for AIGA in Arkansas. He resigned in November 1984. He is still a faithful and committed member and a blessing to AIGA but unable to serve because of health problems.  

Browning, Charles and Mildred

He served as National Board Director from 1969 until 1986 and as Missouri State Chairman since 1997.  The Missouri State Convention is held each year in the church where he is now pastor. Brother Browning has been a pastor of three churches under AIGA.  Sister Browning served as National Ladies Auxiliary Superintendent from 1969 until 1972 and as Missouri State Secretary since 1997.  

Burns, Barney

Brother Burns served on the Florida State Committee from 1989 until 1991 and then became Florida State Chairman until 1997. The work in Florida thrived under his leadership. He moved to Alabama and became the Alabama State Chairman until he resigned because of sickness.  He was successful in building a good work for AIGA in those states.  He went to be with the Lord in 2004.

Chesak, Joyce

She served as International Missions Superintendent from 1970 until 1980.  The mission work grew rapidly during the time she was Superintendent – especially the Philippines and Haiti. She also served as District Leader in the Rockford, Illinois area and as National Board Director.  She made a number of mission trips to promote AIGA missions.

Chronister, Harry W., Jr.

He and his father, the late Harry Chronister, Sr. served as National Board Directors from 1977 until 1986. He now serves on the Corporation Board since 1994 until the present.  He and his wife, Connie, who is General Secretary, travel extensively (at their own expense) to promote the Association, help at the office in DeSoto and whatever work comes to hand.  It seems that when we hear of an Association Convention or special meeting often the Chronister’s have been there, and Connie brings back information that she has written down for the magazine. We sincerely appreciate their commitment and willingness to work hard, and that they have been coming all the way from Granite City several days a week to help us get ready for the National Convention.

Dalton, Gaston

He served as Virginia State Chairman from 1977 through 1984, and National Field Director of the East Central Division from 1970 through 1989.  He held a convention at his church each year and grew a successful work for AIGA in Virginia.  Brother Dalton went home to be with the Lord on April 10, 2009.  Rev. Jasper ‘Pete’ continues the work in Virginia and is doing a good job there.  They have a big camp meeting each year.

Dunn, Jimmie

From 1965 through 1984, he wore just about every hat you can imagine when it comes to working in AIGA from business meetings, attending and preaching at conventions, baseball games with the youth, to swinging a broom to clean cabins at camp. He always cheerfully did every job that came to hand.  It would be hard to list all the positions he held some at different times and some at the same time. There was National Board Director, Missouri District 1 Youth Director (and we had some huge youth rallies in District 1), 2nd Vice-President, Executive Vice-President, Missouri State Youth Director, Vice-President of Churches and Credentials and I may have missed a few.  From October 1965 through June 1984 he diligently served. He played a large part in establishing the huge youth work that AIGA had during those years. He involves himself in many of AIGA’s activities today.

Fox, Helen

Sister Fox served in a number of positions from 1988 through April 2007.  She was District WIC Leader in Arkansas District 8, Chairman of the International WIC, and Member of the International WIC Committee, Arkansas State Committee Member, and Florida State WIC Chairman. She was a promoter of AIGA, and thought a member should be committed to the work of the organization they chose to affiliate with if they felt that is where God had led them to belong. She was committed. Sister Fox went to be with the Lord on June 15, 2008.

Fulcher Randolph

Randolph ‘Randy’ Fulcher became California State Chairman in 1984, Field Director of the Southwestern Division in 1990 and Coordinator to Mexico in 1993 and Chairman of the International Missions of AIGA. He worked tirelessly to see AIGA grow in California, the Southwestern Division and Mexico. He built a great work in the Southwestern Division, registered the Association in Mexico, and made trips to other foreign fields including the Philippines.  He came to the National Convention in DeSoto every year that he could to drive the van and make pickups at the airport and hotels for those attending the convention.  The work in California and the Southwestern Division bears witness to his efforts there.  Brother Randy has gone to be with the Lord, and Rev. Albert Davis is Field Director in the Southwestern Division.

Gill, Frank and Shirley
Rev. Frank Gill served as California State Chairman for a number of years and registered agent in California, and Rev. Shirley Gill served as California Ladies’ Auxiliary from 1974.  They made a huge contribution to the growth of the Southwestern Division by hosting the Southwestern Division Convention each year at their church. They also provided meals for those who attended and still do each year, and the ladies of the church do the cooking and serving. After Brother Gill went home to be with the Lord, the church under its new pastor, Rev. Magana, continues to host the Southwestern Division Convention.

Harmon, William  
Rev. William Harmon was the first Vice-President of AIGA when it was founded in 1962. He held this position through June 1963 when a new Vice-President was elected.  In 1963 he served as National Board Director, Vice-President of Churches and Credentials in 1971 and 1972, and also as District Leader of Missouri District 1 in 1972.

Harvey, William 

Rev. William Harvey was the first General Treasurer of AIGA when it was founded in 1962.  

Hofstetter, Stella

Sister Stella Hofstetter became a member of AIGA in 1967, and from 1968 until the Association changed its method of operation in 1986, she served faithfully on the Board of Directors.  She was one of the longest serving General Board Directors until that time, and was so dependable about attending the meetings.  Sister Hofstetter went home to be with the Lord on April 2, 1995.

Jackson, Stacy

Brother Jackson has served as New York State Chairman, Coordinator to Canada, and is presently International Missions Chairman. He re-established the Association registration in Canada, which was no easy task, has worked hard to re-establish and expand AIGA in Africa and has visited the AIGA works in Europe and The Philippines, and the Philippines AIGA has grown tremendously in the past few years. In addition there are a number of opportunities for growth in the European AIGA. He has traveled extensively in his efforts to grow the work of AIGA in other countries.  There may be other positions that Brother Jackson has held or now holds that we failed to list.

Johnson, Harrold

Brother Johnson was a charter member of AIGA and was one of the first Board Members. He served on the Board from July 1962 through September 1965 when he took the position of 2nd Vice-President. In 1966 he was Missouri State Chairman along with his 2nd. Vice-President position.  That was a busy time with many Association activities in the state – with fellowship meetings, rallies, and camp meetings among other things.  In 1970 he took the position of Vice-President of Churches and held the position until 1980.  He moved from the St. Louis area and took the position of District Leader of Missouri Districts 10 and 11.  He was a virtual walking history of the early days of AIGA, and seemed to remember every detail.  In recent years he was in attendance at the National Convention each year and would play his guitar and sing. We talked with him about a meeting to get some AIGA history recorded.  However, he went home to be with the Lord suddenly. 

Johnson, William 

Brother William Johnson is a charter member of AIGA, and there are only four of them that are still in our Association. He was a young pastor when AIGA began and the first convention of the Association, in July 1963, was held at the large church where he was pastor.  It was at 13th. and Benton Street, St. Louis.  Brother Johnson also served as a National Board Director during the Association’s early years.

Kircher, August ‘Gus’

Rev. Gus Kircher served as National Board Director from July 1962 until February 1965, 1st. Vice-President from February 1965 until 1969, Vice President of Finances in 1970, General Treasurer from 1970 through 1972, and National Board Director from 1973 until 1986.  He was also overseer of the Doe Run Camp-Ground in 1966.  In the early years In addition to being involved in the business end of the association at meetings and planning sessions Brother Gus was a part of just about everything that AIGA did.  He and his brother, Kenny, cooked for the Camp-Meetings, and went early before Camp to clean the kitchen and grounds, and help put up signs or anything else that had to be done.  They cooked, served and also cleaned up the kitchen when the meeting was over. Brother Gus and Kenny have both passed away.

The Lange Family 

Lange, Wolfgang Bernard

Brother Lange served as Coordinator to Canada from 1972 until 1973 and took the position of Coordinator to the US and Canada until 1976.  He served as President of International Bible College from 1973 until 1976.  Along with his wife, Rev. Lange registered AIGA in Canada and established the work there.  Brother and Sister Lange also served on the AIGA Board of Directors.  This was a family of workers.  They would come to the office to help prepare the magazines for mailing.  Brother Lange went home to be with the Lord on January 1, 1996.

Lange, Dena 

Sister Lange was Vice-President of WIC in 1971, and in 1972 she became President of WIC a position she held until 1976.  She did an excellent job as WIC President.  Every year at the Camp Meeting the WIC set up their tables under the trees to sell handcraft items to raise funds. She had items that were made in other countries sent to her to sell and raise funds for missions for the country where the item was made. She contacted all the AIGA Churches and raised funds for a jeep in the Philippines and bicycles in Nigeria.  These are only a few of the things that were accomplished in WIC under her leadership.  She worked tirelessly and the WIC grew. Brother Rayl described her as a little English woman full of the Holy Ghost and Fire.  Sister Lange passed away in England July 8, 2008.

Lange, Waltraud

Sister Waltraud worked in the Headquarters office in 1972 and 1973.  From 1973 until 1976 she served with her father and held the position of Secretary of International Bible Institute.

Lavy, Robert

Brother Lavy served as Missouri District 5 Youth Leader in 1969, National Board Director from 1983 until 1986, National Field Director of the North Central Division in 1984, Vice-President from 1986 to 1989. Also Brother and Sister Lavy lived on the Association Camp-Ground for a while and did the upkeep on it. He served again on the Board of Directors from 1991 through 2006. He made the long trip from Peoria, Illinois faithfully to attend the Board Meetings in DeSoto, and the National Convention each year.  

McKalip, Carl

Rev. Carl McKalip has been a member of AIGA’s Board of Directors since since 1996. He is pastor of the longest affiliated church in AIGA.  He faithfully serves as Board Director attending the Board Meetings regularly. He greatly blessed AIGA in 2003 when tornados destroyed our headquarters church shortly before Convention. Brother McKalip generously offered the use of his beautiful new church and saved the convention. 

McWhorter, Charles W.

Rev. Charles McWhorter ‘Brother Mac’ was a charter member that helped in the establishment of AIGA.  He served on the Board of Directors from July 1962 until June 1963 when he became Vice-President.  He began serving as General Treasurer and Vice-President of Churches in 1969.  Brother Charles McWhorter was the uncle of Rev. Virgil McWhorter, General Vice-President of AIGA.

McWhorter, Virgil

Brother McWhorter served as a National Board Director from 1981 until 1986 until he was appointed as General Vice-President, the position he now holds.  In 1984 and 1985 he served as President of GYC and held a successful Youth Camp at Camp Penuel.  We sincerely appreciate Brother McWhorter’s faithful service to AIGA.  He has been successful at building rapport with AIGA members in strategic areas helping to move the work in those states or areas forward.  This involves quite a bit of travel, and we thank Sister McWhorter for her willingness to make these trips with him.  Brother McWhorter stays in contact with AIGA members and can be counted on to approach members with special skills that can help in situations that may come up from time to time.

Newman, Terry and Margaret

Brother Newman holds the positions of Illinois State Chairman since 2001, National Field Director of the North Central Division since 2004 and Corporation Board Director since 2007.  Sister Newman serves as Illinois State Secretary and also works hard, along with Brother Newman, preparing for the Illinois State Convention and providing meals for those who attend. The Newmans expend much effort to grow AIGA in the State of Illinois and the North Central Division.  Brother Newman is diligent in serving AIGA members by praying with them, encouraging them, and whatever he and Sister Newman can do to help.

Okaro, Ifeadi

Dr. Ifeadi Okaro joined AIGA in 1998, and became AIGA’s Coordinator to Africa.  He was very active in Africa with outreaches to countries throughout the continent. He established a headquarters in Nigeria with a church, AIGA office, orphanage, Christian school and medical clinic. Sadly, on April 28 of this year he died following an auto accident.  He left a wife and five children between six and fifteen years of age.  Because he had committed all to the work of the Lord he didn’t leave much for his family.  However, his wife, Joy, carries on with the work he established.  She reports that the orphanage that was built about two years ago now is home to eighty-three children.  

Orr, William ‘Bill’ and Ann

Rev. Bill Orr was Texas State Chairman from 1976 until 1988 and through much hard work he and Sister Orr established a successful work for AIGA in Texas.  Sister Ann Orr served during those years as Texas State Secretary in addition to being President of WIC from 1978 until 1985, Public Relations Director and Regional Field Director of the South Central Division until 1993.  Brother Orr was also General Vice-President of AIGA from 1984 until 1986 and served on the Board of Directors until the late nineties.  Brother and Sister Orr are faithful servants for God and were dedicated workers in our Association.  They are still Ordained Ministers with AIGA.

Rayl, Granville M.

Granville M. Rayl was the founder of AIGA and President from 1962 until the Lord called him home on November 29, 1997.  God gave him the vision and he lived and breathed it.  There are no words that can describe that kind of commitment.

McKalip, Carl

Rev. Carl McKalip has been a member of AIGA’s Board of Directors since since 1996. He is pastor of the longest affiliated church in AIGA.  He faithfully serves as Board Director attending the Board Meetings regularly. He greatly blessed AIGA in 2003 when tornados destroyed our headquarters church shortly before Convention. Brother McKalip generously offered the use of his beautiful new church and saved the convention. 

Rayl, Hazel ‘Arlene’ 

Arlene Rayl was co-founder of AIGA along with her husband.  She served as General Secretary of AIGA from its beginning in 1962 until late November 1997 when she was appointed as President of AIGA. The years of service included providing a place for visiting ministers to stay in their home and there was plenty of cooking and cleaning. They made long car trips to different churches and association meetings. There was no money for hotels, so they generally slept in the car until they arrived and then stayed at someone’s house. There was all night office work after Brother Rayl got home from his job of driving a truck. They provided the office space in their home.  There were long years of hard work without monetary compensation.  But the work was accomplished, and AIGA grew and grew and grew.

Sanders, James ‘Ronnie’

James ‘Ronnie’ Sanders was AIGA’s first National Youth Director, and he built the largest youth work that AIGA has ever had in the U.S.  He first started as Missouri District One Youth Director in 1963 and in February 1964 as National Youth Director.  Those were exciting years for the Youth Department of AIGA.  Ronnie worked hard to build the youth work.  The youth held different kinds of fundraisers such as car washes and bake sales to fund the new youth department. They held the first youth camp and Ronnie Sanders, Brother Dunn and Sister Rayl with a few others, did much of the work themselves at that first camp.  The kids could be pretty rowdy and they would have to patrol the grounds just about all night in addition to the other duties, but the youth camps were very successful and grew very large – to about 1,700. However, as the pool of workers grew they had counselors, camp patrol and kitchen workers to help.  Being first isn’t easy, and that is why what was accomplished was even more amazing.  Ronnie Sanders resigned as National Youth Director in 1966.  He returned in 1972 and filled the position again for two years.  Again, there was much growth in the youth program under his leadership.  

The Soriano Family

Soriano, Juan

Rev. Juan Soriano was Chairman to the Philippines in 1970 and 1971.  He registered AIGA in the Philippines. God blessed, the growth of the work was phenomenal and caused the Association in the United State to grow also. The growth was so rapid that it was almost impossible to keep up with it.

Soriano, Elva

Rev. Elva Soriano, a missionary from the U.S., married Rev. Juan Soriano, and they had a great work for the Lord in the Philippines. She was AIGA’s first contact with the Philippines when she came with Rev. Margaret Hendrix, who was missionary superintendent, to meet with Brother Rayl.  It would not be possible to tell here all the work for the Lord that was done through this life committed to Him.

Soriano, Donald

We first met Donald when he was seventeen when he came to St. Louis with his adopted mother, Rev. Elva Soriano. Donald and his brother, Ronald, twins born in a headhunter’s village in the Luzon Mountains were left to die and were brought to Bethesda Children’s Home nearly dead.  Donald was youth director for AIGA in the Philippines in 1970 and 1971 and there was a very large youth group.  Down through the years there were other leaders in the Philippines but they only worked on the foundation that had been built by the Sorianos and there was not a lot of progress. Eventually the Association in the Philippines needed restructuring to exist.  We were blessed to have Donald Soriano take the National Chairman position in 2003, and the growth has been tremendous.  AIGA, at last report, had over 1,200 ministers, and churches throughout the Philippines.  Donald Soriano and his wife, Cely, continues the work of Rev. Juan and Elva Soriano including Bethesda Children’s home.  It would be hard to name all the types of ministries that are conducted from feeding the poor, medical missions, and youth outreach in the high schools to name a few. Thousands of souls are won to Christ each year. At last report, Brother Soriano told us there was a missions outreach from their work in the Philippines to twenty-four other countries.

Taylor, Clarence and Geneverett

Rev. Clarence Taylor joined AIGA in 1977.  He served on the National Board and as Missouri State Chairman from 1978 and during the eighties. He and his wife, Sister Geneverett Taylor, who served as Missouri State Secretary, visited churches throughout the State of Missouri. Brother Taylor also held the positions of National Field Director of the North Central Division and General Treasurer.  Nearly every day that he was not out to town he would come to the Association office and would run errands or whatever he could to help.  If there was a job to be done Brother Taylor was there to help out.  He wasn’t afraid of hard work.  He and Brother Rayl once poured a mobile home pad at the Camp-Ground in scorching temperature.  They worked on labor jobs that needed to be done for the Association.  He would even come and help Brother Rayl with work in his yard and garden.  Brother and Sister Taylor fixed up church buildings where he was pastor and worked hard at fundraisers to raise church money in addition to preaching and singing.  Brother Taylor and Brother Rayl were close friends that worked together for AIGA.  Brother Taylor went to be with the Lord on August 7, 2000 and Sister Taylor on July 8, 2009.

Taylor, David

Rev. David Taylor served as National GYC Secretary and District Leader of Missouri District 4 until 1979, and served on the National Board of Directors from 1980 to 1982.  In 2009 Rev. Taylor was appointed as Public Relations Director of the North Central Division.  He has helped AIGA tremendously by setting up the Association website that is better viewed by the public and is kept up-to-date. This helps in many ways and we get quite a few applications from prospective members that have found the website. He also has sent out forms asking for information on AIGA ministries and churches to compile statistics that will help us to be listed in directories of churches.  He has many more good ideas for the promotion of AIGA and its affiliated ministries.

Taylor, Jasper ‘Pete’

Rev. Pete Taylor has served as Virginia State Chairman since 1987.  He has continued the state work that was begun by Rev. Gaston Dalton, and has kept Virginia consistently involved in the work of AIGA. The State of Virginia holds a large Camp Meeting each year.

Townsend, J. Ezra

Rev. Townsend was very active in AIGA for many years. He served on the National Board of Directors and as Missouri State Chairman in the early seventies.  He later moved to Indiana and was State Chairman there from about 1972. He continued to serve on the National Board of Directors until the change of operations of AIGA in 1986.  He drove long distances to attend the Board Meetings and he and Sister Townsend were generally at all the National Conventions until recent years when their health prevented them from coming. Sister Adele Townsend worked with him as State Secretary.  She has gone home to be with the Lord.

Vance, James and Angela

Rev. James Vance was District Overseer of Texas District 4 from October 2005 until 2008.  He was appointed as State Chairman of Texas in 2008 and his wife, Angela was appointed as Texas State Secretary.  They are making a great effort to re-establish AIGA works in the State of Texas, and it is has not been an easy task.

Wathern, William E.

Rev. William Wathern was a faithful worker committed to the success of AIGA for many, many years.  Over a period of thirty plus years, he served in a number of positions.  He served as National Board Director, District Leader of Illinois District 5, Vice-President of Missions and Foreign Affairs, Vice-President of International Bible Institute, Executive Vice-President of Administration, Member of the Educational Committee and Chairman of International Missions.  He was always faithful and always involved.  He was regular in attendance at the Board Meetings and AIGA Conventions. While serving as Chairman of International Missions, he drove all the way from Wood River, Illinois once a week to work all day writing letters and handling business matters for the Missions Department.  He made many contacts, setting up the association in Africa, and other areas of the world and also visited AIGA works in different countries.  The file he left still gives us information and history of contacts in other countries because he was so diligent to take care of the business of the missions department.  He also was willing to help with other business matters that came to hand in the work of AIGA. 

Wilkerson, Orvill 

Rev. Orvill Wilkerson served on the National Board of Directors from 1965 until 1986, as Missouri State Youth Director from 1965 until 1968 when he was appointed as National Youth Director.  He followed Ronnie Sanders as National Youth Director and did an excellent job. We saw some of the largest Youth Camp Meetings and Rallies during his time as Youth Director.  He later served as District Youth Director of Missouri District 1 and continued a great youth work in the St. Louis area.  Brother Wilkerson later retired and moved from the St. Louis area.  He is still an Ordained Minister of AIGA.

**

President Lyndon B. Johnson once said, “We can draw lessons from the past, but we cannot live in it.” These have laid a foundation, and have shown witness by their commitment that it can be done, but we are left to build on the foundation that was laid. We can learn from their example, but we must do the work to see the vision continue and grow into bigger things. Surely the Lord is coming soon and there is not much time to work.  Let us be “Laborers together” to get the job done.

“Seeing that we are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us run with patience the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the author and finisher of our faith.”
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